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The Balkans possess a unique position between Europe and Asia in terms of its geographical
location and cultural diversities. The International Balkan Symposium with the overarching
theme “Together in Peace — To the Future” and a wide range of specific topics in its scope is
seeking to contemplate this unique structure of the Balkans in regional and global politics.
Through discussions and scientific findings delivered by paper presenters during the
symposium, it is aimed to draw policy and scholarly projections regarding the medium and
long-term future of the Balkans.

Important Dates

Call for Papers Announcement: 05 July 2021

Abstract Submission Deadline: 30 September 2021
Announcement of Accepted Abstracts: 20 October 2021
Symposium Date: 17-18-19 December 2021

Full Paper Submission Deadline: 01 March 2022

The Symposium will convene online via a virtual platform. Symposium languages are Turkish,
English, Albanian, Bosnian, and Bulgarian. Simultaneous translation service will be provided
in these languages during the Symposium.

The presented papers will be published in the Symposium Proceedings and Abstracts Book by
Istanbul Ticaret University.

“Together in Peace — To the Future”
The International Balkan Symposium Topics

1. Migration in the Balkans from the Past to the Present
2. Cultural and Commercial Diplomacy in the Balkans
3. Security and Cooperation in the Balkans

4. The Balkans in Turkish Foreign Policy

5. Borders and Identities in the Balkans

6. Turkey-Balkans and European Union Relations

7. Minorities and Political Representation in the Balkans



8. Current Political Discourses in the Balkans

9. Conflict Resolution and International Law in the Balkans

10. Nationalism and Nation State Building in the Balkans

11. Turkey’s Policies on the Related Communities (Kinship) in the Balkans

12. The Balkans and Energy Geopolitics

13. Developments in the Region of the former Yugoslavia Since the Dayton Agreement
14. Historical and Cultural Heritage in the Balkans

15. New Generation Private Sector and Public Relations in the Balkans

16. Economic Cooperation Between Turkey and the Balkans

The Symposium will include thematic sub-sessions which will be held by the Center for
Industrial Policy and Development and Research Center for Neighboring Countries and
Regions of Istanbul Ticaret University. Thus, by providing such a variety of platforms and panel
discussions the Symposium will stand out in its qualitative distinction.

The scientific and advisory board of the International Balkan Symposium “Together in Peace
— To the Future”, which will be held in partnership with Istanbul Ticaret University and
Umraniye Municipality, consists of the following names:

Symposium Scientific and Advisory Board

Prof. Dr. Justin McCarthy, University of Louisville, USA*
Prof. Dr. Ilber Ortayli, Galatasaray University, Istanbul*
Prof. Dr. Yiicel Ogurlu, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul
Prof. Dr. Mustafa Said Yazicioglu, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul
Prof. Dr. Elgin Aykag Alp, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul
Prof. Dr. Oya Daglar Macar, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul
Prof. Dr. Mim Kemal Oke, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul
Prof. Dr. Musa Tasdelen, Sakarya University, Sakarya
Prof. Dr. Nurcan Ozgiir Baklacioglu, Istanbul University, Istanbul
. Prof. Dr. Mustafa Tiirkes, Middle East Technical University, Ankara*
. Prof. Dr. Mehmet Hacisalihoglu, Y1ldiz Technical University, Istanbul
. Prof. Dr. Neriman Hacisalihoglu, Istanbul University, Istanbul
. Prof. Dr. Stavros Anestidis, Center for Asia Minor Studies, Athens*
. Prof. Dr. Elzbieta Szyszlak, University of Wroclaw, Wroclaw
. Prof. Dr. Aydin Babuna, Bogazi¢i University, Istanbul
. Prof. Dr. Evangelia Balta, National Hellenic Research Foundation, Athens
. Prof. Dr. Kemal Ari, Dokuz Eyliil University, lzmir*
. Prof. Dr. Tiilay Alim Baran, Yeditepe University, Istanbul
. Prof. Dr. Nedim Ipek, Ondokuz May1s University, Samsun
. Prof. Dr. Murat Ali Yiilek, OSTIM Technical University, Ankara
. Prof. Dr. Seyhun Dogan, Istanbul University, Istanbul
. Prof. Dr. Dimitrios Triantaphyllou, Kadir Has University, Istanbul*
. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Tomasz Szyszlak, University of Wroclaw, Wroclaw
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24. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Hac1 Veli Aydin, Namik Kemal University, Tekirdag*

25. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Betiil Giir, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul

26. Asst. Prof. Dr. Ugur Yasin Asal, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul

27. Asst. Prof. Dr. Basak Ozoral, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul

28. Asst. Prof. Dr. Ayfer Geng¢ Yilmaz, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul

29. Asst. Prof. Dr. Kamala Valiyeva, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul

30. Lecturer Dr. Okan Giilbak, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul

31. Research Asst. Dilara Sensivas, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul

32. Research Asst. Halit Ahmet Kahraman, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul

*Confirmation is pending.
Symposium Organizing Committee

Prof. Dr. Elgin Aykag Alp, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul

Prof. Dr. Oya Daglar Macar, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul

Prof. Dr. Musa Tasdelen, Sakarya University, Sakarya

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Betiil Giir, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul

Asst. Prof. Dr. Ugur Yasin Asal, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul
Asst. Prof. Dr. Basak Ozoral, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul

Asst. Prof. Dr. Ayfer Geng Yilmaz, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul
Asst. Prof. Dr. Kamala Valiyeva, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul
Lecturer Dr. Okan Giilbak, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul

10 Research Asst. Dilara Sensivas, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul
11. Research Asst. Halit Ahmet Kahraman, Istanbul Ticaret University, Istanbul
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Symposium Secretariat

On academic issues: Lecturer Dr. Okan Giilbak — Research Asst. Dilara Sensivas — Research
Asst. Halit Ahmet Kahraman
On technical/organizational issues: Mehmet Cagr1 Kiziltas, Expert on Centers.



