Degerli Bilim Insanlari,

Diinyanin bugiin en “can alic1” giindem maddesinin Kudiis ve civar1 oldugu asikardir. Son iki yiizyildan
beri devam eden siirecte diinya bu bolge iizerinde kurgulanan projenin adim adim gerceklesmesine
sahitlik etmistir. “Vadedilmis topraklar” gibi bir mitolojik efsaneden yola gikilarak uygulamaya konulan
g0¢ politikasi ile bolgedeki demografik yapi degistirilmis, boylece Filistin halki pervasizca isgal edilen
topraklarindan, evlerinden, yurtlarindan siirgiin edilerek vatansiz birakilmistir. Geldigimiz noktada s6z
konusu iggal ve zuliimlerin sadece icra edilen topraklarla simirli kalmadigi aym zamanda diinya
milletlerinin zihinlerinin isgalini ve insani degerlerin katledilmesini de hedefledigi net olarak
gOrilmiigtiir.

Tarihi gecmisine bakildiginda bir taraftan gesitli isgallere ve katliamlara sahne olmus bu cografya, Islam
hakimiyetinde uzun asirlar ismine yarasir sekilde eman ve selam yurdu olma o6zelligini tasimistir.
Diinyada ulus devletcilik fikrinin 6ne ¢ikmasi ve yeni diinya diizeninin uygulamaya konulmasi ise bu
bolgedeki dinamiklerin yerle bir edilmesi neticesini dogurmustur. Bu dénem Osmanli imparatorlugunun
zayiflayip bolgedeki hakimiyetini yitirmeye; bunun sonucu olarak da Miisliimanlarin parcalanip
boliinmeye maruz kaldigi bir siirece tekabiil etmektedir.

Filistinli Miisliimanlara Israil isgal devleti ve siyonistler tarafindan teden beri uygulanagelen, diinyanin
genelinin kor ve sagir kalmayi yegledigi zuliimler, 7 Ekim’den bu yana Gazze basta olmak iizere biitiin
Filistin’de artik {istii ortiillemez bir katliama ve insanlik sucuna doniismiistiir. Ozellikle batida vicdan
sahibi insanlarin tepkilerini yliksek sesle ve bir agizdan haykirmalarina, protestolara katilan iiniversite
Ogrencileri ve akademisyenlerin susturulma g¢abasina tanik olunmustur. Halihazirda kiiresel giiclerin
destegi ile Filistin’de yakilan ates Liibnan’a ve biitiin bir Ortadogu cografyasina yayilmakta diinya
devletleri ise seyirci kalmaktadir.

Boyle bir vasatta bu yil dordiinciisiinii diizenledigimiz Uluslararasi Kudiis Sempozyumu’nun temasi
“19. Yiizyildan Giiniimiize Kudiis” olarak belirlenmistir. Amacimiz Kudiis ve Filistin Bolgesi’nden
Osmanli’nin zorunlu ¢ekilisiyle birlikte asirlardir siiregelen huzur ve barigin yerini once kargasaya,
ardindan zulme birakmasini her agidan derinlemesine incelemek; bu vesile ile ilimden sanata, egitimden
kiiltiire, toplumsal hayattan bireysel hak ve ozgiirliikklere Filistin halkinin hayatinda meydana gelen
koklii degisimleri giindemde tutabilmektir. Ozellikle 7 Ekim sonrasi basta Gazze olmak iizere biitiin
Filistin topraklarinda cereyan eden katliamlara karsi1 sesimizi bir kez daha yiikseltmek ve sahitligimizi
kayda gecirmektir.

Siz degerli bilim insanlarimizi genelde Filistin, 6zelde Kudiis ve Gazze iizerinden ilmi ¢alismalarinizi
ve tecriibelerinizi bizimle paylasmaya davet ediyoruz.

Gayret bizden, muvaffakiyet Yiice Rabbimizdendir.

Sempozyum Diizenleme Kurulu

ANKARA, 2024



Dear Esteemed Scholars,

It is evident that one of the most pressing issues facing the world today is the situation in Jerusalem and
its surrounding regions. Over the past two centuries, the world has witnessed the systematic
implementation of a project targeting this area. Through policies grounded in mythological narratives
like the so-called "Promised Land", the demographic structure of the region has been deliberately
altered. This process has displaced the Palestinian people, forcibly exiling them from their homes and
lands, and rendering them stateless. Today, it is clear that these acts of occupation and oppression are
not confined to the lands themselves but extend to an ideological campaign that seeks to occupy global
consciousness and erode universal human values.

Historically, this region has been a crossroads of conflict and conquest, yet it also enjoyed long periods
of peace and security under Islamic rule. The emergence of nation-states and the imposition of a new
world order disrupted these dynamics. This transition coincided with the weakening of the Ottoman
Empire, leading to the fragmentation and division of Muslim societies in the region.

Since October 7, 2023, the ongoing persecution of Palestinian Muslims by the Israeli occupation and
Zionist forces has escalated into an unbridled massacre and a flagrant crime against humanity,
particularly in Gaza. While global powers remain complicit, individuals of conscience, particularly in
the West, have raised their voices in protest. Unfortunately, students, academics, and other advocates
for justice have faced censorship and repression. The violence in Palestine, supported by international
complicity, now threatens to engulf Lebanon and the broader Middle East, as governments worldwide
remain passive observers.

Against this backdrop, we are honored to announce the theme of this year’s Fourth International
Jerusalem Symposium: “Jerusalem from the 19th Century to the Present.” Our aim is to critically
examine the centuries of peace and coexistence that were replaced by unrest, oppression, and
displacement following the Ottoman withdrawal from Jerusalem and the Palestinian territories. This
symposium seeks to shed light on the radical transformations experienced by Palestinians across diverse
fields, including science, art, education, culture, social life, and individual rights and freedoms.

Moreover, we aim to document and amplify the voices of those resisting the atrocities committed in
Palestine, particularly in Gaza, after October 7, 2023. This is an opportunity to preserve the historical
memory of the Palestinian struggle and reaffirm our collective commitment to justice and humanity.

We cordially invite you, esteemed scholars, to contribute your research, insights, and expertise to this
critical discourse on Palestine, Jerusalem, and Gaza.

May our efforts be fruitful, and may success come from our Almighty Lord.

Symposium Organising Committee

Ankara, 2024



